
Learning to read and write with Phonics
Wednesday 15.10.25



What learning to read looks like for your child



What is Essential Letters and Sounds?



What does learning in Reception look like?



A typical Essential Letters and Sounds lesson in Reception



Independent Practice workbooks Reception 



Using decodable books in Reception and Year 1



How to use a decodable book……



Intervention



Intervention in Reception and Year 1



At home.



How to help at home.

• To best support your child when they are learning to read, we suggest that you read the decodable text 
provided by the school 4 times across the week. Spending 10 minutes a day reading with your child will 

hugely support them in their journey to becoming an independent reader.

• It is a key part of learning to read that children re-read words and sentences that they can decode (sound 
out) until they are fluent (read with ease and precision). By reading texts several times children have the 

greatest opportunity to achieve this fluency.

• The texts sent home by your child’s school are carefully matched to the teaching taking place. Your child will 
be practicing what they have been taught in school with you at home. Your child should be able to decode 

and read their phonics book independently, though they may need some support with blending at the 
beginning of their reading journey. There will be some words that are not decodable, we call these ‘harder 

to read and spell’, you can help your child with these words when they are reading.



Read regular and often, practice, practice 

practice!
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